
PREFACE 


In the domain of agricultural science, the plant is the central figure 
* which concerns primarily and around which revolve the activities of 
all agricultural scientists. The cultivation of food crops is an ancient 
art, hut with the growth of population and the eventual pressure on 
land the importance of growing more crops, to keep the ever increasing 
population fed, was brought to the forefront in the programme of world 
economy. Growing crops continuously on a soil, which is the principal 
source of plant food, tends gradually to impoverish the soil after a certain 
time. This tendency coupled with the difficulty in making the plant 
foods easily available to the crops presented problems which required 
the attention of scientists. This is how science was brought to bear 
upon the. problems of agriculture in the beginning of the 19th century. 
To the mineral theory of plant nutrition propounded by Leibig and the 
advent of Lawes and Gilbert in the field of scientific agriculture together 
with other pioneers on the Continent, may be traced the birth of 
modem agricultural science in relation to crops and soils. 


India, however, followed suit about half-a-century later. The 
Geological Survey of India which was founded in the year 1846 was 
perhaps the pioneer in India in the study of her soils from the geo 
logical and mineralogical points of view. The first paper on the 
subject was published by the Survey in 1860 although actually Buchanan- 
Hamilton, a traveller, published in 1807 a book dealing with the geology 
of the South Indian soils. The work continued until 1895 when the 
geological study began to be supplemented by the examination of soils 
and crops in their mutual relationship. This was actually the beginning 
of the scientific study of soils and crops in India. Since then advances 
in this direction have been made with a strident pace, and the agri- 
cultural scientists scattered over this vast sub-continent have been 
making contributions adding newer knowledge to the subject. The' 
subject has become so vast in scope and complex in variety that for 
any investigator to keep pace with the rapid march of knowledge, in- 
corporated in a variety of periodical literature published in or outside 
India, is a matter of extreme difficulty unless the information has been 
fully and minutely indexed in a library and issued for general circula- 
tion. In this regard the Imperial Bureau of Soil Science has been render- 
ing a signal service. But as they started with the year 1931 leaving out 
the references previous to that date and as much information contained 
in the annual reports issued by the various departments of agriculture 
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(N. S.) 4 : 68-7! 

30. Anonymous (1857). Note on a specimen of laterite from Worlee hill. J. 

Bombay Asiatic Soc. 5 : 381 
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Western India, 1857 : 628-778 


3 
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Kurrachee and Gwadel. Trans. Bombay, geol. Soc. 16 : 99-114 

44. King, W. & Foote, R. B. (1864). On the geological structure of parts of 
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54. Stanford, W. T. (1872). Sketch of the geology of Orissa. Rec. geol. Sum. 

India 6 : 59 


55. Stanford, W. T. (1872). Sketch of the geology of the Bombay Presidency. 
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63. Foote, R. B. (1876). The geological features of the Southern Mahratta 

country and adjacent districts. Mem. geol. Surv. India 12 : 200, 224 
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of the Nellore portion of the Carnatic. Mem. geol. Surv. India 14 : 
119-83 

74. King, W. (1880). The gneiss and other transition rocks of the Nellore portion. 
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Surv. India 22 : 72 

82. Romanis, R. (1883). Analysis of laterite from Haranbee, Pegu. Trans. 
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88. Leveille, H. (1889). Geologie de Unde Franeaise. Bull. Soc. Geol. France 

18: 153-55 
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93. Oldham, R. D. (1892). Subrecent and recent deposits of the valley plains 
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Asia. Quart. J. geol. Soc. 57 : 244-50 

101. Touche, T. H. D. La (1902). Geology of Western Rajputana. Mem. geol . 
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Pap. 159 : 1-25 

104. Holland, T. H. (1903). On the constitution, origin and dehydration of 
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106. Warth, F. J. & Warth, H. (1903). The composition of Indian laterite. 

Geol. Mag. 10 : 154-59 
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121. Mookerji, D. N. (1910). A note on the soils of Bengal : Their geologieal 

formation (with a geological map) Quart. J . Dep. Agnc. Bengal 3 . 13-^i 

122. Scrivenor, J. B. (1910). Laterite and bauxite. Geol. Mag. 7 : 382-84 
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125. Fermor, L. L. (1911). What is laterite 1 Geol. Mag. 8 : 454-62, 507-516, 


559-66 

126. TTaytjen, H. H. (1912). Geology of the districts of Tsang and TJ in Tibet. 
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Assam Valley. Quart. J. Indian Tea Ass. Pt. 3 : 127-31 
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